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2.20% 5 yr Variable
prime less .80%

MODEL HOME:
1925 Cedarhollow Boulevard
Open House: Sat. & Sun. 1-4,

Mon. - Wed. 2-7 or by appointment.
4 fabulous models to view.

Single Family Homes
Starting at $279,900 SELECT

REALTY INC.
Brokerage, Independently
Owned & Operated, 519.433.4331

DALE MORRISH
Sales Rep., 519.671.1902 (Cell)

DARLENE HENRY
Sales Rep., 519.870.5858

PAT SCOTT
Broker, 519.851.3988

SARAH MORRISH
Sales Rep., 519.709.1849

Auburn Homes. Style. Quality. Value.

CALL 519.850.8855
www.auburnhomes.ca
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Fabulous Finishes!
Great School Area!

Every Home has a Drop Zone!

Get an incredible deal on Last Year’s Models!

Saturday, April 2, 2011

Growing Thorndale
COVER STORY

MIKE HENSEN The London Free Press
Pat and Jane Elliot are developing the Trails of Wye Creek subdivision in Thorndale, a village of about 700 people northeast of London. The couple, longtime residents who run  an agricultural 
trading and processing company, worked with the Municipality of Thames Centre and the Thames Valley District school board on the project.

lfpress.com/homes
Assistant City Editor JOHN RYAN • 519-667-4502 • john.ryan@sunmedia.ca

Pat and Jane Elliot are the driving force behind 
a new subdivision that will nearly double the 
community’s population. INSIDE
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n  inside: A local couple hopes  homebuyers will be attracted to Thorndale by a new elementary school and its proximity  
to London and Kitchener-Waterloo

Field of dreams

Photos by MIKE HENSEN The London Free Press
Homebuyers can choose from a range of housing options at the Trails of Wye Creek subdivision in Thorndale, including two-storey homes, bungalows, semi-detached homes and condos.

Four companies — Dick Masse Homes, Qwest Homes, Wildwood Homes and Trivitt Development Corp. — are building in the subdivision with prices starting at $199,000 for a semi-detached.
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Special to The Free Press 

i 
t may take a village to raise a 
child, but it takes determination 

and co-operation to grow that vil-
lage. pat and Jane Elliot have loads of 
both. they are developing trails at 
Wye Creek and bringing thorndale 
along for the ride.

pat Elliot grew up farming in 
thorndale and maintains the family 
farm of 1,600 acres of edible beans 
and corn. He loves the area, but is 
a guy with energy and imagination 
and, luckily, a partner — in wife Jane 
— with equal parts of both. 

this dynamic duo decided to pur-
chase a 100-acre parcel of land on 
the corner of Nissouri and thorn-
dale roads when it came up for sale 
in 2002. Zoned for future residential 
development, it seemed a prime 
location for a new subdivision that 
would nearly double thorndale’s 
present population of 700. 

“there hasn’t been any growth 
or development in thorndale,” 
explains Jane, “but it’s the same 
radius from london as thamesford 
and dorchester and they have had 
development, so we knew it would 
go.” 

planning started in 2005 and 
ground was broken early in 2009, 
with the first house going up in June 
of that year.   But this wouldn’t have 
been possible without several fac-
tors coming into alignment. 

the Elliots worked in conjunction 
with the Municipality of thames 
Centre and the thames Valley dis-
trict school board.  the former 
ensured a water treatment plant 
was built, to which the Elliots had 
to contribute one-third of the cost 
(recoverable through development 
fees).  

the school board needed a 
new elementary school in the 
area because the other two serv-
ing the area weren’t deemed fit for 
upgrades. the board looked at two 
other sites but settled on the Wye 
Creek project because it would be 
serviced, whereas others wouldn’t.

as developers, the Elliots wanted 
to work with builders who shared 
their vision for thorndale. Enter 
dick Masse, a longtime professional 
in the residential construction field.  
it was a natural fit because Masse 
also lives in thorndale.  

dick Masse Homes has 10 designs 
that fit on the 30- to 40-foot front-
ages now and larger models that will 
go on the 50- to 60-foot frontages 
in another area of the development 
backing on to forested land.  

they are three- and four-bedroom 
bungalows and two-storey homes 
starting at $263,000. the exterior 
styling is reminiscent of the Crafts-
man look, with squared pillars and 

stone work on the front.  interiors 
are open concept, with clean lines 
and quality finishes.  according to 
Masse, his company’s use of James 
Hardie siding and the number of 
Energy Star features set them apart 
in the market. Some of these lots look 
out to the pond that Jane is working 
to populate with native plants.

it was important for the Elliots 
to grow thorndale responsibly and 
offer all levels of housing.  

“that’s how you make a neigh-
bourhood,” explains Jane.  along 
with single-family homes built by 
one of the area’s newest builders — 
Qwest Homes — and those by dick 
Masse Homes, Wildwood Homes is 
building semi-detached homes and 
trivitt development Corp. is build-
ing vacant land condos.

Wildwood’s semi-detached 
homes offer three layouts: raised 
ranch, one- and two-floors.  With 
family friendly open-concept inter-
iors, these two- and three-bedroom 
semis offer a good way for young 
families to break into the world of 
home ownership at $199,000. 

this company also offers single-
family homes starting at $265,000 
and featuring raised ranch, side- 
and back split options, as well as 
one- and two-storey designs.

according to Scott Brown, Qwest 
stands for quality, workmanship, 
environment, satisfaction and trust.  
Brown and partner Carl Banninga 
have been in the home construc-
tion field for many years separately: 
Banninga as a framer and Brown as 
a renovator.  

their present model home is on 
one of the smaller frontage lots at 
the entrance to the subdivision, but 
most of their homes will be built on 
the 50- and 60-foot lots. 

this model, called the Beach-
wood, has a homebuyer with con-
temporary tastes in mind.  its innov-
ative design sees a loft rising from 
the foyer, made possible by using 
a support beam in the floor of the 
upper level.   Open spaces and mod-
ern styling are hallmarks of Qwest 
designs.  “We specialize in contem-
porary design, but we can change 
that and make it a more traditional 
house if that’s what the buyer wants,” 
Brown says.

Environmental consciousness 
is important to the principles at 
Qwest:  “We seal the upper envel-
ope to achieve a net zero house,” he 
says.   

Banninga adds a “properly built 
house is naturally more efficient.  
We are using low-flow faucets and 
toilets and energy-efficient light-
ing.  these are practical things to 
promote energy efficiency, so we 
don’t need to add fancy things like 
solar panels.  We want to keep it 
practical.”

Qwest offers six designs for this 
development, all named for trees.  
Each new homeowner will be given 
their home’s namesake tree, Ban-
ninga says.   price points start at 
$300,000 on the larger lots.

trivitt trails at Wye Creek is 
the condo community within this 
development.  Building 19 units, 
the trivitt development Corp. offers 
two models for viewing.  these are 
detached, vacant land condos start-
ing at $290,000.  

the sale of these condos provides 
a unique fundraiser for the trivitt 
Memorial anglican Church of Exe-
ter.  Monies raised will support the 
church’s community projects.  

Karen Brown, president of the 
trivitt board of directors, feels the 
condos will be equally attractive to 
young families and empty nesters.  
“the one-floor layout will be ideal 
for either,” she says, adding floor 
plans can be adapted for wheel-
chair accessibility and walls can be 
shifted to accommodate homebuy-
ers’ needs. 

the condos offer 1,400 or 1,600 
square feet of living space in a two- 
or three-bedroom floor plan.  Fin-
ished basements double the living 
space. “these basements are huge, 
with a big family room.  i can visual-
ize moving in there myself,” Brown 
says.

With real estate, it’s all about loca-
tion, location, location.  according 
to pat Elliot, the trails at Wye Creek’s 
location is both a blessing and a 
curse.  He explains because it’s less 
than a 10-minute drive to the lon-
don city limits and just a half hour to 
the Kitchen/Waterloo/Cambridge 
area, the location is great.  “But no 
one in london knows where thorn-
dale is.  that’s our biggest stumbling 
block: they say ‘Where the heck is 
thorndale?’ ”

But with a new state of the art 
school, reasonably priced new 
homes and a lovely natural setting, 
many new homebuyers could be 
taking the time to find out thorn-
dale’s exact location.

Information:
www.trailsatwyecreek.com
www.dickmassehomes.ca
www.wildwoodhomes.ca
www.qwesthomes.ca
www.trivittmemorial.com

Planning started 
 in 2005 and ground 

was broken early in 2009,  
with the first house going up 
in June of that year.

The use of modern styling is 
reflected in a kitchen, top, living 

room, middle, and bedroom, below.  

West Nissouri elementary school is a big drawing card for families at the Trails of Wye Creek subdivision. The 
$8-million school opened in January 2010 and replaced two older schools in the area. 
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